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REMARKS BY ELDER BRIGHAM YOUNG. 


Tue following remarks on the “Word of Wisdom” were made by Elder 
Brigham Young at the General Conference of the Church in the 
Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, October 5, 1894. 

It is always a pleasure for me to hear the testimonies of my brethren 
in relation to this great work. I rejoice in the words of President 
George Q. Cannon, and I pray that his instructions may be sealed upon 
our hearts; for God requires at our hands a faithful performance of 
our duty. He has placed upon us a responsibility that few people have 
had since the world began. If these are the last days, and all things 
are to be gathered in one, and we are in truth the forerunners of the 
second coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, what a vast res- 
ponsibility rests upon us! We cannot comprehend it unless we are 
inspired by the Spirit of God. If our message is like unto that which 
Noah declared to the antediluvians, then it is just as important to 
this generation as his message was to the people in the day in which 
he lived. If we have the truth, if the coming of the Son of Man is 
nigh at hand, if the judgments of Almighty God are to follow our 
testimonies to the people as the flood followed the testimony of Noah, 
then I say it is all-important that we be upon the watchtower. These 
quorums of the Priesthood and these organizations which God has estab- 
lished to carry light and intelligence to the children of men should not 
stay their hands nor close their mouths, but proclaim the glad tidings 
of this Gospel which God has revealed, unto the people who know 
Him not. 

I feel in my own heart that if I were not diligent, according to the light 
that God gives me, in declaring His word to the people, I would be 
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under condemnation when the judgments of God should come. The 
testimony of the truth has been given to me, and to this people, and 
I know that all who seek God may find Him ; for He is not hidden to 
the least that will seek Him with an undivided heart. Paul says, “If 
our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost.” But the Gospel is 
not hid to this people. God has bestowed upon them the light and in- 
telligence necessary to qualify them for the duties and labors that rest 
upon them. Abundance is in the land. Some few are suffering for 
the want of money ; but there is plenty of everything that God has 
placed upon the earth for the sustenance and comfort of man. We 
never saw a more bounteous time for the necessaries of life, or harder 
work to get the luxuries. I look upon the time in which we live as a 
day when we are forced, | may say, to do away with luxuries. The 
imported articles that come unto us should not be necessities. These 
luxuries that we crave so much because of our pampered appetites are 
not necessary to the welfare of Latter-day Saints. While I believe that 
a great deal of good can come to us from the north and south, and from 
the east and west, yet I believe God has furnished us with ample means 
for our sustenance, independent of every other people upon the face of 
the earth. 

I cannot see the necessity of importing vast quantities of beef and pork, 
tea and coffee, tobacco and liquor, which are now brought here and find a 
ready market among the Latter-day Saints. Yet our streets are full of pur- 
chasers of things from abroad which are unnecessay to our comfort. People 
do not realize that those things which are brought to us so plentifully from 
abroad are, in many instances, impure. The demand for them is becoming 
so great that the pure article cannot be furnished in sufficent quanti- 
ties to meet it. The tobacco that we use, the tea and coffee that we 
drink, are all adulterated in such a manner as to destroy the purity of 
the blood of those who indulge in their use. Do you believe it? I 
know it. They are adulterated to that extent that no man can indulge 
in their use continuously and preserve his health. If I remember aright, 
I heard from this stand the servant of God say that the time was when 
the Word of Wisdom came to us as a word of persuasion and counsel, 
but now, he said, it is a commandment from God that this people observe 
it. Does anyone remember hearing those words from this stand more 
than twenty years ago? I remember it—and yet I have broken it many 
times. Is the time coming in my life when I will observe it? Is the 
time coming in the lives of this people when they will observe it, and 
before God and man carry out the revelation that God has given for 
the protection of His people, that they dwindle not, that their children 
may be healthy and strong, and a generation be raised up in these moun- 
tains that will honor God, having pure blood in their veins, and strong 
and healthy tabernacles, wherein the Spirit of God may dwell to the pro- 
tection of the work of the Lord in these latter days? This is what is in- 
cumbent upon us, and I know that we cannot enjoy the blessing and the 
inspiration of God if we do those things that God has commanded us not 
to do. 
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I said to myself this morning, has the time come when I will assert 
myself and honor the Priesthood that God has given me, and observe the 
commandments which He has given? When I hear statistics read that 
there is more tobacco used, more tea and coffee drunk, than ever before, 
more imported pork used, and other things that are deleterious to health 
—when I| hear these statistics read | wonder if the floating population 
of Utah is responsible for the increase. I do not think so. I think we 
are. I heard a brother remark that one of the Apostles had preached a 
sermon on the Word of Wisdom in a certain place, and had laid it down 
just as straight as it could possibly be done, but that from the President 
of the Stake down it had made no impression whatever; they indulged 
themselves just as freely after as they did before the sermon. They had 
made up their minds apparently to gratify their own desires, and let the 
word of the Lord go unfulfilled. 

Now is the time, in my opinion, when these revelations on the Word 
of Wisdom and tithing must be observed by this people, or they must 
take the consequences. I[ do not believe God will stay His hand much 
longer if we fail to observe these things. Preaching has been done long 
and loud. We have all been preached to in relation to these matters, and I 
firmly believe that the time has come when these things must be observed 
by the people or they must take the consequences of disobedience. 

Now, if this exhortation does no one else any good, I pray God it may 
do me good; that I may be stengthened and observe the things which 
God commands ; phat when the Elders preach unto me and my family and 
friends that judgment is coming upon the earth, and they testify that 
this is the path of safety, we may heed their words. This is the way to 
sanctify the land unto the people who dwell upon it. It is the way 
which the Lord has signified. This ark of safety is offered to us. Shall 
we receive it? Or shall we go blindly forward, determined in our hearts 
to follow our own inclinations, and let the flood come, and say, “There 
is still a place of safety for me and mine; I[ can -float with the current 
and be saved with the balance of the Saints of God?” I donot think I 
can do this. On the contrary, 1 think that the judgments of God are 
increasing, and that they are flooding the earth, and the Latter-day 
Saints must make this place of refuge a sanctified place for their salvation 
and the salvation of those who will listen to their testimonies. 

God help us my brethren and sisters, to make our calling and election 
sure. God help us to do our duty, and to build up Zion in His own 
appointed way; perfect ourselves and our families, and have a forgiving 
spirit in our hearts, not a spirit to find fault with everything wesee. That 
God may help us in all things requisite to make us perfect in the day of 
the Lord, is my prayer, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 


FROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


Etpers Isaac LANGTON and Albert Arrowsmith write from Chisworth, 
near Manchester, under date February 1, 1895, as follows :—“‘ About six 
months ago, after getting the consent of President Aveson, we decided to 
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visit some friends at Uttoxeter, a town of about 5,000 inhabitants, where we 
preached, and distributed tracts, thus trying to lay before the people the 
plan of life and salvation. The result of this visit was the conversion to our 
principles and subsequent baptism of Bro. W. E. Warner and wife. As our 
Elders had not labored there for upwards of twenty years, we decided to 
go again at Christmas time and do some further work in the place. The 
result has been glorious ; six have been started on the narrow way that 
leads to eternal life. There are several others who are favorably inclined 
towards us. It was on the night of January 24 that we baptized four, 
who walked about two miles over snow-covered ground and were immersed 
in a running stream. They all afterwards declared themselves perfectly 
happy; we had a good meeting after confirming the new members. 
Though we had a very pleasant experience, it was not all smooth sailing. 
Some of the ministers opposed us, one of them writing on our tract 
' accusing us of not believing in the atoning blood of Christ, or in the 
Word of God. Another became very angry when he received our tract, 
and immediately rushed over to where we were staying and commenced 
applying vile epithets to our doctrines. We have been opposed to some 
extent also by members of the Salvation Army, but we feel contident of 
victory through the power of the priesthood and the blessing of God.” 

Elder Amos Clarke sends the following from Ponkey, Wales, February 2, 
1895: “Elder George Rigby has been with me here in Wales during the last 
three weeks. We have visited many of my relatives and friends and the 
most of our visits have been in compliance with invitations received. We 
have been welcomed by all and think we have done some good in every 
place we have gone to. While on one of these visits we met a minister 
and several leading men of the same denomination to whom we explained 
the principles of the Gospel, and bore testimony of its truth. Last week 
we went to Portmadoc where my sister and her daughters live, and we 
had a pleasant interview with Elders Treharne and Jones. Last night, 
February 1, 1 rented a public hall in Rhosllaneschrugog. We had 
previously spread the news that we would hold a meeting there and asa 
result of our efforts we had an audience of 175 ur 200 listeners. Elder 
Rigby spoke first, giving an account of Utah as a country, its resources, 
products, and people, before commencing to preach the Gospel. He 
explained the first principles of the Gospel and the correct organization of 
the Church. I followed him, speaking in the Welsh language. This was 
a little difficult as I had not tried it for twenty-eight years, but I succeeded 
in giving a reason for being what | am—a Latter-day Saint. When I 
first heard the Gospel I tried to oppose it but instead of overcoming it I 
was overcome by the truth. We sustained our position by quoting many 
passages of scripture. No one offered to disturb us and we hope that 
good will flow from our labors.” 


THE KOREAN PEOPLE. 


In the transition state through which Korea is now passing, it is 
difficult to speak with certainty on any social matter existing in that 
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country. What is to-day may be quite changed to-morrow, and after 
she has passed through the crucible of invasion and war, it is impossible 
to foretell to what extent and in what direction the manners and cus- 
toms of the people may be transformed. For centuries the influence of 
China has been paramount in the country, as is at once made apparent 
to the traveler by the upturned roofs and general style of architecture 
which distinguish the temples and better class of houses. The king 
himself is, among Asiatic sovereigns, a progressive. He has striven with 
might and main to introduce Western improvements among his people, 
and to his credit it is to be said that he inaugurated a postal system, 
@ mint, a model farm, and other innovations. But unhappily his is a 
household which is divided against itself. The Queen is a member of 
a powerful native family which has allied itself throughout with Chinese 
traditions and customs, and in collusion with the Chinese representative 
at Seoul, this obstructive lady and her friends have succeeded in 
thwarting the king’s plans for improving the very sorry condition of 
his subjects. The establishment of the postal system produced a riot 
in which the king very nearly lost his life ; the mint was still-born, 
and the farm, after a brief and chequered existence, was allowed to 
return to a state of nature. Circumstances have been against the king 
throughout his troublous life. During his minority a regent, who was 
a member of the present Queen’s family, ruled, and gave vent to his 
proclivities by presenting a stolid opposition to foreigners and all their 
ways. He received, therefore, a damnasa hereditas on taking over the 
reins of power, and has been kicking against the pricks of barbarism 
ever since. 

It has been China’s object to keep Korea weak, and the people ser- 
vile, and so far she has succeeded admirably. The people are miserably 
poor, untaught, and uncared for. There was a time when they possessed 
independent ways and a certain progressive tendency, but these have 
died out under the baneful influence of China and the distinctive charac- 
teristics which they stil] retain, and such as belong to a lower grade of 
civilization. The first thing that strikes the traveler on meeting with 
Koreans is the strange nature of their attire and head-dresses. They 
alone of all the people in the extreme East have adopted white as their 
national color. Loose white trousers and long white robes form the 
dress of the men, while on their heads they commonly wear hats for the 
raison d etre of which it is difficult to offer any explanation. These strange 
structures are made of wicker work, and are therefore powerless to protect 
their wearer from either the cold or the rain. The only reasonable part 
about them is the broad brim, which affords partialJ[protection to the 
face, though it offers an inconveniently large surface to the wind. To 
preserve their balance strings are necessary. Koreans delight in strings. 
Buttons are almost unknown, and ribands are even called upon to keep 
the bunchy garments of the people in their proper places. The king’s 
official head-dress is distinguished from that of his subjects by having 
wings, which are tied up again with strings to the body of the hat. The 
women’s dress is such as must make the angels weep. Like the men’s, it 
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is white, and consists of a short tight fitting jacket which reaches just below 
the armpits, a pair, or, if common report is to be believed, three pairs of 
loose trousers, and a petticoat which is presumably intended to fall from 
the jacket to the ankles, but which is commonly separated by an interval 
from the upper garment. To the dancing girls alone are reserved bright- 
colored vestments of silk and satin. These administrators to the gaiety 
of the nation bear a resemblance, but at a great distance, to the geishas 
of Japan. Their main function is to attend at dinners, and to amuse the 
guests, which they appear to succeed in doing, if laughter and noise are 
evidences of being amused. Their dancing is certainly not of the ballet 
order, but it is rather posturing, and is to the European eye somewhat 
tame and uninteresting. Nor is the musical accompaniment such as is 
calculated to add charms to the contortions through which they go. The 
Chinese Kin is not an exhilarating instrument, and when it supplements 
songs, pitched in that shrill falsetto which so delights the ears of Orientals, 
it is best heard at a distance. 

Korean officials are a grave and demure people, and look as though the 
cares of State were more than usually burdensome. They are courteous in 
their manner to foreigners, and generally stately in their movements. 
Following the example of the Chinese, the Koreans have adopted the 
system of competitive examinations; and as in China, so in the Korea, 
every Official has persumably satisfied the examiners that his knowledge 
of the Confucian classics is both wide and deep. In one] curious 
particular their procedure differs entirely from that of their more staid 
and pedantic models. Every successful candidate is, after the examination 
introduced, as a matter of course, to his examiners, who straight-way fall 
upon him and buffet him soundly, tearing his clothes, knocking off his 
hat, and be-sprinkling his ink-bedewed face with flour. When by this 
rough-and-ready horse-play it is considered that all conceit has been taken 
out of the budding graduate, he is allowed to retire and to dress himself in 
the canonical garments of his new order. These are quaint enough, but 
the hat which fashion obliges him to wear surpasses in eccentricity the 
strangest head-gear common among this peculiar people. So soon as the 
graduate blossoms into an official, he gives up walking, and is either borne 
in an open sedan chair or rides on horse-back. In neither position can he 
be said to be at his ease. The sedan chair is raised high above the poles, 
and is, in fact, a monocycle, being supported, when long distances have to 
be traversed, by an upright which terminates in a single wheel. As the 
roads are infamous, the motion of the chair is uncertain and jumpy, and 
threatens at every turn to overthrow its stately occupant into the mud. 
As horse-men the mandarins are not what the French call “strong.” 
Their hold upon the horse is very slight, and it requires the efforts of 
attendants on either side to keep the balance true as the rider lurches over 
at the least eccentric motion of the animal. The law as administered by 
these officials is even in a more unsatisfactory condition than that which 
pevails in China. The code is the same in both countries, but the inferior 
culture of the Korean magistrates renders its operation even more 
uncertain and capricious than among the Celestials. Torture is freely 
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resorted to, and is impartially inflicted upon both culprits and such 
witnesses as decline to give the evidence expected of them. Unfortunately 
the means of inflicting pain are infinite in variety, and the Koreans 
supplement the horrors of Chinese torture-chambers with some peculiarly 
their own, and too fiendishly ingenious in their cruelty to bear description. 
—Good Words. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


Aluminum Bullets have been made and tested in France by M. Charpentier Page, who 
considers that they are preferable to lead bullets for quelling riots. They are no less 
effective at short range, but lose much of their force at a distance of 150 yards. At 200 
yards their force is entirely spent. There would, therefore, be less risk of killing persons 
in the mob who were more foolish than criminal. 


The joint commission of inquiry into the alleged Armenian massacres at Sasun has held 
a preliminary sitting at Mush. Mr. Hampson, British Vice Consul at Sofia, has been 
ordered to proceed to Erzeroum, where he was formerly Acting-Consul, to assist Mr. 
Graves, the present Consul for Kurdistan. Mr. Hampson will leave for Asia Minor 
immediately. The Porte still refuses to permit newspaper correspondents to travel in 
Armenia, notwithstanding official denials. It is positively stated that Sir Phillip Currie, 
the British Ambassador, has demanded an indemnity of £50 from the Turkish Govern- 
ment for the recent arrest of a British Wesleyan missionary. 


The value of a light attached to a buoy flung into the sea to save a life has been well 
proved by the Holmes chemical torch, which ignites when the water reaches the 
composition. A German electrician has lately brought out a new buoy lighted by an 
electric lamp of sixteen candle-power, enclosed in bull’s eye lenses and protected by a cage 
of wire. The current is supplied by ap acccumulator of the “solid” or celluloid type 
forming part of the buoy, and charged so as to maintain the light for no fewer than six 
hours. As the light can be seen for 2,000 yards in any direction the buoy will be a useful 
aid at sea. It weighs 112 lbs., and the lamp is automatically lighted in the act of 
unshipping it. 

At the meeting of the French Academy of Sciences M. Pictet described his experi- 
ments on the radiation of heat from the human body at low temperatures. After 
covering himself with furs he placed himself in a huge tube whose temperature could be 
reduced as low as —130 deg. C. His head alone remained outside, as the respiration of 
air as cold as this would be seriously injurious. As low as —50 degrees the furs arrested 
radiation, which fact explains the resistance to cold exhibited by polar animals. Beyond 
—70 deg. the heat traversed the furs, but the skin felt no sensation of cold. Asa 
means of defense Nature excites internal phenomena of combustion and digestion. In 
fact, in four minutes the sensation of hunger began to be felt. M. Pictet asserts that by 
this means he was cured of dyspepsia, from which he had suffered for several years, 
eight sittings in tube cooled down to —110 sufficing for the purpose. 

Lord Randolph Churchill died on January 24, after a lingering illness of several weeks, 
and a meteoric career passed into the domain of history. If anything can add to the 
solemnity and pathos of what is eternally pathetic and solemn, it is surely the premature 
extinction of an exceptionally vigorous and impressive personality—the crushing rebuke 
to all human pretensions conveyed by the inexorable assertion of final equality. Pity and 
regret cannot but be keenly felt by all who contemplate a life cut short in what ought to 
have been its prime by the general decay of old age. England loses in Lord Randolph 
Churchill one of the most lively, sincere, audacious, and witty of her sons. He was an 
enfant terrible before being a young man of great promise. Destiny has cut him off before 
he had time fully to realise this universal expectation. He has had many adversaries; he 
leaves no‘enemy. 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 1895. 


WHEN WILL IT CEASE? 


Worp comes from the United States that in different sections certain men 
who have spent a portion of their lives among the Latter-day Saints in 
Utah, trying to lead the young away from the faith of their fathers, are 
now engaged in the task of raising means from the churches in various 
localities outside of |Utah, to sustain them in their labors among the 
Saints. In their association with the people of Utah they have been 
uniformly treated with kindness and courtesy. Their success, however, 
has been but very meagre and for this or some other similar reason they 
seem to delight in vilifying the Saints and saying all manner of evil 
against them for the purpose of arousing sympathy in their own behalf 
and of adding a goodly amount of money to their own pockets. 

One of these gentlemen last summer held a debate with Elders Roberts 
and Penrose at Nephi, and the fact that he was pretty badly defeated is 
shown by the spirit of an article which he publishes in one of the religious 
magazines of the Eastern States, in which he accuses the Saints of ignor- 
ance in regard to Scriptural matters and of lightly esteeming the principle 
of the Atonement. Two others have been going about the State of 
Michigan delivering a tirade of abuse and slander against the people of 
Utah for the purpose of obtaining money. They have been in the Territory 
and are desirous of having the assistance of their friends to help them 
in the work of what they call the regeneration of the youth. 

The Saints have become accustomed to this kind of treatment and 
therefore look upon it as a legacy left them, that they may be distin- 
guished from the world. “If ye were of the world, the world would love 
his own; but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out 
of the world, therefore the world hateth you.” John xv: 19. This truth 
uttered by the Savior is as directly applicable to the Saints now as it was 
to those in His day. It seems to be necessary that the people of God shall 
not be popular. There is a wise purpose in the Lord’s economy, but it looks 
strange to us when we see men persisting in falsehood, and preferring it to 
the truth. They understand that their object—obtaining money—could not 
be attained if the whole of the facts should be told. It is pleasing to note 
that this class of lectures is losing its previous popularity though by no 
means has it gone into disuse. In the past many have traveled about and 
made comparatively large fortunes by misrepresenting the Latter-day 
Sainte, and calumniating their motives and character. People would 
flock to listen, and delight in the stories that were told concerning the 
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awful state of wickedness in which the lecturers claimed to find the 
people of Utah. A majority of the listeners believed these stories and 
those who have not been correctly informed on the subject are still giving 
credence to them. 

However, many among the thinking classes who have investigated the 
character and doctrines of the Saints and have detected the falseness of 
the unwarranted accusations against them. A few of these have the 
courage of their convictions and are not afraid to relate truthfully the 
experience through which they passed while in Utah. One writer severely 
censures those persons who enjoy the hospitality of the Saints and after- 
wards go out of Utah for the purpose of raising means. After speaking 
of the good treatment given them and the good-will which they express 
towards the Saints while in Utah, he says, that “it is different when they 
return east for monetary support, and while in the east tell that which is 
not true; or what is just as bad, only half tell the truth.” He further 
gives the Mormons credit for being “as a people, as devoted to free public 
schools, patriotic to the Republic, alive to the benefits of free speech and 
freedom of the press, as are the Baptists, Unitarians, Catholics, Adventists 
or any others. They enjoy the confidence and respect of the people of 
California, Nevada, Idaho, Wyoming, Colorado, New Mexico and Arizona.” 
Such statements are refreshing in contrast to so many of the opposite 
kind that have been written and spoken. The truth is gradually dawning 
on men’s minds and the time is not far distant when those who have taken 
such an active part in opposing the Latter-day Saints by their false 
accusations will be known only for that, and despised accordingly. 
Opposition will not cease, but it will have to change front because it is 
being slowly forced from the position which it has so long occupied with 
self-assured security. Men are learning that in the end untruth hurts 
only the one who utters it, and places his intended victim on more 
advantageous ground. B. 


THE catastrophe which overtook the steamship Zibe on January 30, 
when it collided with the Crathie was one of the most disastrous ocean 
accidents reported for many years. Four hundred people were aboard, 
the most of them peacefully sleeping, when the ship was struck. In half 
an hour afterwards all of them but twenty had passed into eternity. Such 
occurrences are dreadful to think about. Those who were rescued give a 
thrilling account of their experience both at the time of the accident and 
afterwards as they floated around in a life boat. They must also have 
perished but for their knowledge of seamanship, as there was a high wind 
nearly the whole of the time that they had to wait before being picked up 
by a passing ship. It is reported that in addition to all those who went 
down with the Elbe two hundred other people have been drowned during 
the recent sea gales. Fishing boats were overturned and the occupants 
found their grave in the sea. The spirit of destruction indeed seems to be 
upon the face of the waters. When the end of these awful occurrences 
will come no man can tell, but from the way in which they have increased 
of late years we fear that there will be many sorrowful tales to record 
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before all will be entirely safe in crossing the waters. The Xlbe was 
thought to be able to float with two or three compartments damaged so 
that water could get into them. The sinking of the vessel shows that 
badly damaging one of these was sufficient to destroy the ship. Men read 
of these occurrences and dismiss the thought of them almost immediately, 
so engrossed are they in every day affairs. They seem to forget that in 
the midst of life we are in death, and take no notice of the injunction: 
“Prepare to meet thy God.” 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENT.—Elder Miles A. Romney has been re- 
leased from his labors as Traveling Elder in the Manchester Conference, 
and is appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in the Liverpool Conference. 

Elder Arthur Riley has been honorably released from his labors as 
Traveling Elder in the Nottingham Conference, to return home, February 
7, 1895. 


VISIT OF THE PROPHET ELIJAH. 


WE shall of necessity be a temple-building people, because there is an 
immense work to be done for the redemption of the dead. Millions have 
been born and have died between the time the Gospel was taken from the 
earth and the time of this restoration in these days. These millions will 
have to be officiated for, and this will doubtless form one of the chief 
labors of the people of God during the thousand years of peace which we 
are approaching, when Satan will be bound and righteousness will reign 
throughout the earth. We are on the threshold of that great era, and we 
have every assurance that that blessed period is not far distant. The 
prophet Malachi in speaking of the latter days, makes the following pre- 
diction : 

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the Lord: and he shall turn the heart of the 
fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest 
I come and smite the earth with a curse.” 

The angel Moroni in speaking to the prophet Joseph Smith in reference 
to this prediction of Malachi’s uses a little different language. He quotes 
Malachi as saying: 

“And he shall plant in the hearts of the children the promises made to 
the fathers, and the hearts of the children shall turn to their fathers; if 
it were not so, the whole world would be utterly wasted at his coming.” 

Now as soon as the people hear the Gospel preached by the Elders, they 
naturally inquire, “What has become of my father and mother? They 
were good people, but they died without being baptized. What will be 
their fate?” In this way they fulfil the words of Malachi. 

That spirit has filled the hearts of all the Latter-day Saints, that‘is, of 
all who are true Latter-day Saints. They want to have their ancestors 
saved as well as themselves. Their hearts naturally, therefore, turn to 
their kindred who are dead, and in the temples now built they can 
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officiate for them as fast as they can obtain their names. In this way they 
become saviors as the prophet Obadiah said they should. 

And there can be no doubt concerning the heart of the fathers being 
turned to the children. It is easy to imagine that the spirits who hear 
and accept the Gospel when it is preached in the spirit world by men in 
authority are exceedingly anxious to receive the blessings bestowed upon 
those who obey baptism, laying on of hands and other ordinances. 
Therefore their heart turns to their children, and thus the words of the 
prophet Malachi are fulfilled. 

The prophet Elijah has appeared, as Malachi said he should, and fulfilled 
the prediction upon that point. In Section 110 of the Book of Covenants 
the record is to be found concerning his appearance in the Temple of 
Kirtland. He came to the prophet Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery in 
that temple, and used these words: 

“Behold the time has fully come, which was spoken of by the mouth of 
Malachi, testifying that he (Elijah) should be sent before the great and 
dreadful day of the Lord come, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the 
children, and the children to the fathers, lest the whole earth be smitten 
with acurse. Therefore the keys of this dispensation are committed into 
your hands, and by this ye may know that the great and dreadful day of 
the Lord is near, even at the doors.” 


PHILOSOPHY AND THE GOSPEL. 


AN interesting and important problem of modern philosophy is the con- 
sciousness of man of moral obligation. Every rational being feels that 
there are certain things he ought to do and others that should not be 
done; he feels under obligation to do what he perceives to be “right” and 
to refrain from what is “wrong,” whether his actions are actually guided 
by that rule or not. Whence this universal submission, in the abstract at 
least, to the rule of rectitude? This is at present the central question of 
ethics. 

It is comparatively easy to account for the development of the sense of 
moral obligation so far as experience goes to account for it. In the child 
associations of ideas are formed between actions and the consequences 
following, and a disposition is created in favor of those actions which 
result in pleasure. This is further moulded by the authoritative commands 
that govern in the home, the church, the state, and the rewards or punish- 
ments held out. Thus a sense of duty is fastened on the mind, and it is 
finally perfected by the discovery that every enactment of law has for its 
sole object the well-being of those from whom obedience is exacted, and 
when this fact is recognized submission follows, not to avoid arbitrary 
punishments, nor to gain promised rewards, but because of the justice and 
goodness of the laws themselves. 

With all this admitted, however, the explanation of the origin of the 
feeling that we ought to do what is right, is yet to find. Fear of the con- 
sequences may indeed detain moral agents from performing certain acts 
otherwise looked upon as desirable, but this fear cannot originate a sense 
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of obligation to conform to the dictates of righteousness. The announce- 
ment that obedience to certain laws is to be rewarded in this life or here- 
after, and that disobedience is to be punished may indeed awaken feelings 
of hope or fear and lead to actions in accordance with these feelings, but 
by that means love of duty for its own sake can never be generated in the 
human heart. Experience demonstrates this fully. 

A thorough consideration of the problem in all its phases leads modern 
thinkers to acknowledge the futility of accounting for the origin of this 
wonderful peculiarity of human beings. To the question, Why ought I to 
do right? the ultimate answer is: Because it is right, but no further 
account for its source can they give. The origin of it, like the conscious- 
ness of being, is incommunicable to others. “I ought to do what is right” 
is an ultimate, self-supporting, self-authenticating experience, character- 
istic of human nature as such. 

This frank admission of philosophy of its inability to account for one of 
the most important facts regarding human nature is valuable for the 
pursuit of the inquiry on another and entirely different line. Philosophy 
naturally endeavors to trace the origin of the characteristics of human 
beings as far back as to what it considers the beginning—the childhood, 
infancy. If it fails in accomplishing its object, it is because it does not go 
far enough. If philosophy could penetrate beyond that and trace the 
conditions under which human spirits existed before their entrance upon 
this earth, many facts, now mysterious, would appear perfectly clear. 

The question now under discussion is on a parellel with the inquiry 
about the origin of the idea of a God, said to be found universally among 
men. Numerous philosophers contended that it was an innate idea, 
impossible to account for, while others argued that no conception of a 
Supreme being was ever formed except through elaborate reasoning. The 
Gospel of Christ solved that question satisfactorily by showing that man 
existed before his entrance upon the earth, and that he came here with a 
strong impression of the Father whose presence He for the time being had 
left. The following sweet lines of the immortal poet were truly inspired : 


In Thy holy habitation 
Did my spirit once reside ? 

In my first primeval childheod 
Was I nurtured near Thy side ? 


They suggest the true solution of a question with which philosophy long 
struggled in vain. In the same way the doctrine of the pre-existence of 
the human spirit will be found to account for that obligation which man 
feels to do right. It is a divine quality which he has inherited, and which, 
as long as it is not totally destroyed by wrong doing against the protests of 
this feeling—this conscience—makes redemption possible. 

When the Gospel was preached in the beginning of our era, it was 
confidently given to the world as the “philosophy” of God.~ Gradually it 
was investigated and found to be all that was claimed for it. The Gospel 
restored in this age claims the same high honor, As its principles become 
understood it will be found to offer a solution to al] the important questions 
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with which philosophy is now concerned. Without it there will always be 
gaps impossible to bridge in the road along which men seek for wisdom; 
with its aid these difficulties will be overcome and perfect knowledge 
attained, as far.as perfection is possible in this stage of our existence.— 
Deseret News. 


THE TRUE AND LIVING GOD. 


Tue Lord told Moses, who was commissioned to be the mouthpiece of the 
Lord to Israel, “* Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” And He has 
given to man through His inspired servants in various ages an account or 
idea of his personality and character. We read in Genesisi: 26,27, “And 
God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and 
over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God created he him; male and female created he them.” 

Prior to the fall, Adam had immediate communication and association 
with God, because at this event we are told that Adam was banished from 
the presence of the Lord to earn his bread by the sweat of his brow, and 
to take upon himself a mortal tabernacle, subject unto death, as a con- 
sequence of the transgression or as the penalty attached to it; and he died 
in the evening of the day that he partook of the forbidden fruit being 
about 930 years of age, a day with the Lord being one thousand years with 
us, as we learn in ii. Peter iii: 8. In Ecclesiastes we read that the dust 
shall return to the earth as it was, and the spirit to God who gave it. 

At different periods of the world’s history, God has revealed Himself 
unto man, and made known His purposes. He appeared unto Moses and 
instructed him concerning the children of Israel; He appeared unto 
Abraham in the plains or Mamre, also unto Samuel, to the brother of 
Jared, and others. At Christ’s baptism a voice from heaven said, “ This 
is my beloved son in whom | am well pleased.” Paul tells us in Heb. i: 3, 
that the Savior is in the express image of God. And it is a conceded 
fact that He was in the likeness of man. 

Now let us investigate and see if the God worshiped by Christendom is 
the God of the Bible. 

We read in the Articles of Faith of the established religion of this United 
Kingdom: “There is but one living and true God, everlasting ; without 
body, parts, and passions;” etc. This seems to be a contradiction of terms, 
for how could any being or whole be without parts? We can conceive of 
no object without form and where form exists there are parts. The God 
of the Bible appeared unto Abraham, and Abrahain prepared water to wash 
His feet. He prepared a feast and God did eat. We read in the fifth 
chapter of Deuteronomy, that He hasahandandanarm. Weare told that 
He wrote the ten commandments with His finger on tablets of stone 
Jacob and Moses saw Him face to face, and the latter talked with Him 
face to face as one man talks with another, Ex. xxxiii. The brother of 
Jared and many others have beheld him. 
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Imagine, if you will, the nature of a being without passions, for love and 
hatred are passions, and we all expect there will be mercy rewarded for 
good deeds and condemnation meted out for evil deeds. “ But,” says one, 
“ God is a spirit.” Does that prove He has no body? We are told we 
must worship Him in spirit. Are we to understand from this that we 
must worship him without a body? We were made in the image of God, 
body and spirit, so says the good old Bible. Then God has a body and 
consequently must have parts. 

Now let us turn our attention to the creed of the Catholic Church whose 
numbers exceed those of all other Christian denominations combined. The 
writings of Bruno, which are endorsed by Cardinal Manning, state: “There 
is but one God, the creator of heaven, and the supreme incorporeal un- 
created being, who exists of himself and is infinite in all his attributes,” 
etc. 

They tell us that their God is an incorporeal being, which plainly 
teaches the great error of the immateriality of God, and indeed that 
is the othodox notion in respect to Deity, notwithstanding it finds so 
many express contradictions in the scriptures. To assert the immater- 
iality of God, is not only to deny His personality, but His very existence. 
I am reminded of the saying of Paul, which is found in Acts xvii: 
22, 23, “ Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too super- 
stitious. For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar 
with this inscription, To the unknown God. Whom therefore ye 
ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you.” Let us not be found 
ignorantly paying our devotions to God as the Athenians were. The 
Savior said, St. John xvii: 3, “ This is life eternal, that they might know 
thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou has sent.” We believe 
Him to be everywhere present by His Spirit, power, and influence; that they 
extend throughout the universe and thus He is omnipotent and omnipres- 
ent. The Latter-day Saints worship a God that has faculties and dimen- 
sions, that occupies space, and has a relation to other objects in space, the 
same as the one worshiped by Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. And we 
testify unto the world that He has revealed Himself unto man in this our 
day and age of the world, and has commissioned men to act in His name. 
This is not unscriptural but on the otherhand it is in unison with Holy 
Writ. For we read that “ Neither knoweth any man the Father, save the 
Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.” Matt. xi: 27. Also 
“Where there is no vision, the people perish.” Prov. xxix: 18. 

The revelations given to Adam would not have saved Noah from the flood, 
neither would those given to Noah have authorized Moses to intercede for 
the deliverance of Israel. I suppose every missionary has been asked “What 
need is there for Joseph Smith? What necessity is there now for any 
communication from heaven? We have the scriptures which testify that 
they are able to make us wise unto salvation, and there is no need for any 
further revelation.” But if ever there was a period in the history of man 
when higher intelligence was necessary it seems to be to-day. See how 
many religious societies have been organized to suit the minds of the 
people, and into how many contending factions the Christian world has 
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divided itself; and they all profess to have Jesus for their guide and 
expect to get salvation through the doctrines that they teach! but let us 
compare their creeds with the pattern God has given us, for if they abide 
not in the doctrine of Christ they have not God ; but “he that abideth in 
the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. If there 
come any unto you and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your 
house, neither bid him God speed. For he that biddeth him God speed is 
partaker of his evil deeds.”—ii John i: 9. P. P. PaRRIsH. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
Elder J. B. Keeler has been appointed Bishop of the Fourth Ward, Provo. 


Joseph Judd has been appointed Probate Judge of Sanpete County, and L. M. Olson, 
Probate Judge of Carbon County. 


Miss Phoebe Couzins the noted Women’s rights advocate has been delivering lectures in 
the leading cities of the Territory. 


A company of $500,000 capital has been organized for the purpose of preparing for 
market the pumice-stone which is found in immense quantities in Millard County. 

The fiftieth quorum of Seventies composed of members in the Santaquin and Goshen 
wards celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of its organization on January 12. It was 
organized in Nauvoo. 


A snowslide occurred near Park City and blockaded the road for a considerable distance. 
Two men and four horses were carried down the hill by it but neither the men nor the 
horses received injury. 


John W. Turner died at his home in Provo on January 20. He had been unwell for 
several weeks. Elder Turner has been prominent in Utah affairs for many years. At 
the time of his death he was one of the presidents of the Forty-fifth quorum of Seventies. 
He was 63 years old. 


The Alberta Land and Colonization company is the name of a new incorporation with 
head-quarters at Salt Lake City. ‘The company has secured the title to an immense 
tract of land in Canada, and its object is to bring under cultivation the land secured and 
other tracts in the same locality. 


A tunnel has been commenced by a company at Ephraim which will be about 4000 
feet long when completed. The object of those who are constructing it is to obtain more 
water for irrigating purposes. The mountain into which the tunnel runs is said to have 
@ great many under-ground water passages, and the idea is to divert from these the water 
which now cannot be utilized. 


At the meeting of the National Council of Women to be held in Washington, D. C. 
from February 17 to March 2, the women of Utah will take a leading part. New York 
and Illinois have fifteen members each on the program, the highest number of any of 
the States; Utah and Pensylvania come next with eleven each. Those from Utah are 
some who have been prominent in Relief Society and Mutual Improvement Association 
work for several years past. 


A terrible explosion of gunpowder in Butte City, Montana, on January 15, caused the 
death of about sixty people, among whom were several whose homes had previously been 
in Utah. John and Edward Sloan were members of the Butte fire department the first 
named being the assistant chief, and both formerly Utah boys. The firemen were 
working to extinguish a blaze, and while they were doing this several hundred pounds of 
powder exploded. Alma Bailey Dunford son of Dr. A. B. Dunford and Mrs. Susie Y. 
Gates was also one of the victims, he being instantly killed by the shock. 


